THE TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDONALD
Leader and expressed the hope that Clyncs would see his way
to accept nomination. Here again dynes showed to advantage.
He accepted nomination and was declared elected unani-
mously. MacDonald intimated that in the previous Parliament'
there had been two Vice-Chairmen* It was moved that there
be three Vice-Chairmen, This motion was put and declared
lost. Stephen Walsh was nominated as senior Vice-Chairman,
and it was carried unanimously. J. H. Thomas and Josiah
Wedgwood were nominated for the position of second Vice-
Chairman, and, on a vote being taken, the result was as follows:
for Josiah Wedgwood, 53 ; for J, H. Thomas, 44 ; majority
for Wedgwood, 9, This result was suggestive. It showed the
steadily growing unpopularity of J. H. Thomas among the
Members of the Parliamentary Labour Party,
It may be readily admitted that no one at that meeting
realized the great importance that MuoDomild\s victory was
to have in his life. It made him Leader of His Majesty's
Opposition, which meant that he was the head of the alter-
native government. It set him straight on the path that led
ultimately to the Premiership. Who, knowing MacDonald's
forecasting habit, will be in doubt that he had every step
planned and every development anticipated. We now know
that he had set the Premiership as his goal. As leader of a
large and a growing Party, what could now arise to thwart his
ambition ?
The allocation of those seats to the Liberals hud a ridiculous
sequel, which Members on both sides used to watch with much
amusement. To a House crowded, as it always is at question
time, MaeDonald used to make an ostentatious entry* He
picked his way along the narrow space between the table and
the knees of his seated colleagues* His Parliamentary Private
Secretary, in close attendance, paralleled on the second
bench the course of his Chief When the Leader of the
Opposition reached his appointed place, he invariably 'found
that Mr. Asquith had forestalled him. Now the Liberal
leader had very little room for himself and his little flock.
There were more men eager for the honour of Front Bench
prestige than there were places to put them in. This over-
crowding of a congested area forced Mr. Asquith to obtrude
an inch or two into the territory of his political opponent.
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